PTA Falcon Flyer

Issue Date: August 28, 2026

The Falcon Flyer is a weekly newsletter for Fairmount Park Elementary families
highlighting PTA and community news and events. If you have anything that you would
like to include in the Falcon Flyer, send an email with the information to
falconflyer@fairmountparkpta.org, and we’ll make sure it’s included in next week’s
issue. Fairmount Park Elementary or SPS community related content only, please.

You can also follow the PTA on Facebook @fpepta or Instagram @fairmountparkpta or
check out our website Fairmountparkpta.org.

Important Upcoming Dates

Sep 1 — 15t-5" Grade Meet Your Teacher 3-4pm and Popsicles on the Blacktop
Sep 2 - First Day of school for 15t-5"" Grade, 2:25 dismissal

Sep 7 — Labor Day - No School

Sep 8 — First Day of school for Kindergarteners, Coffee for Parents on the Blacktop
Oct 9 — State In-Service Day - No School

Meet your Teacher, Enjoy a Cool Treat

The PTA will be handing out popsicles on the blacktop following the Meet Your Teacher
event for 1t - 51" graders from 3-4pm on Tuesday, Sept 15t. Stop by for a cool treat
(otter pops) and socialize with other families on the blacktop as we get ready to start
another school year at Fairmount Park.

Donations for School Supplies

This year the PTA pre-purchased school supplies-based lists submitted by the
classroom teachers for each grade to ensure each student has what they need for the
school year. Thanks to volunteer Madison Lessman for organizing again! This year
school supplies came to just under $40 per student, higher than last year due to higher
item prices and the need to replenish more supplies.

We're asking parents to donate $40 per student to cover the cost of supplies. In
previous years, less than 50% of the total school supply cost has been reimbursed. So
if you can, please consider an additional donation to help support the cost of supplies
for other families. Donation link - https://square.link/u/WYVmfsAe

Get ready for Fall Enrichment!
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Fall Session runs Friday, Oct 2 — Dec 11 (9 weeks of clubs!) Note: a change in SPS
room rental application dates has pushed enrichment back by one week this year, but
we will be up and running ASAP.

Registration: September 16 at 6pm — September 23 at 6pm (1 week only)

Stay tuned for program details in upcoming Falcon Flyers and a brochure in your child’'s
binder in early September. In the meantime, visit homeroom.com to set up your family
account. PLEASE NOTE: To Kindergarten families, there is no Fall enrichment for
Kinders so they can focus on adjusting to a longer school day and new routines.

Volunteers Needed!

PTA Enrichment depends on parent chaperones to run our program. Just one 2-hour
shift per week guarantees your child a spot and a scholarship.

Email enrichment@fpepta.org to learn more.

Financial support available: Scholarships offered to families in need while supplies
last. Flexible payment plans also available at checkout through Affirm (4 equal, no-fee
payments). Questions? Email enrichment@fpepta.org

Falcon Food Support Program Needs YOU!

We are a group of parent volunteers who are looking to add a few members to our
rotating delivery team. This is a low time-commitment, high impact service opportunity
delivering food to Fairmount Park families. Each week, one member of the team drives
a route entirely in West Seattle. With four drivers, the total time commitment is 1-2 hours
per month for each driver. This is a critical program that FPE provides to our families,
but it needs a few more volunteers to be able to continue. If you are interested in
learning more, please reach out to Amanda at asawyer131@gmail.com. Thank you!

Sign up for a PTA membership

2026-27 Fairmount Park Elementary PTA memberships are $20 for each adult.
Membership dues go to support advocacy efforts by the Seattle Council of PTAs and
Washington State PTA that benefit our kids through increased funding and support for
public schools. Please consider becoming a PTA member. It's a great way to stay
informed about what's going on with education in Seattle and, importantly this year, at
the state level for funding. There's no additional requirement for donations or
volunteer hours for members. Membership link

- https://www.givebacks.com/causes/wspta-fpepta/shop/items/564025bc94225b
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Donate Outgrown or Extra Falcon Gear

If you have any Fairmount Park Falcon Gear (t-shirts, hoodies, etc.) that is in good
shape but your child has outgrown or no longer wants, you can drop off washed Falcon
Gear in the box in the office. Iltems will be donated to anyone who needs some Falcon
gear.

Parent Coffee on the Blacktop

Join us on Tuesday Sept 8" on the Blacktop at dropoff (7:45-8:15) to reconnect with
friends and welcome our new kindergarten families to Fairmount Park Elementary.
Enjoy a free cup of coffee to celebrate the new school year.

Get involved with the FPE PTA next year

We'll be sending out volunteer opportunities throughout the year as they come up, but
the PTA board is still looking for a few more people to fill roles for this year. This is a
great opportunity to help support the school. Most roles take only 2-3hr/month or could
even be just helping put on one event a year. Open positions include equity chair, social
chair, fundraising chair, legislative/advocacy chair. If you're able to help fill a role or are
just interested in learning more, please email Ryan (president@fpepta.org) to set up an
informational coffee/chat. We particularly welcome K-2 parents to get involved. Role
details below:

Equity Chair/Co-Chairs

The equity chair works with the school's racial equity team to coordinate equity efforts at
the school, including equity events like the families of color dinner. The equity chair(s)
can also serve as contacts for equity issues at the school and advise the board on
equity efforts and opportunities in the community.

Social Chair/Committee

This role is focused on celebrating school spirit and coming up with a calendar of fun
events throughout the year that are exciting for parents and kids to celebrate together.
Larger examples include Falcon Fest, Maker's Fair, Glow Party or smaller events like
skate, bowling, or movie night. The chair/committee would be helping organize events,
handle calendaring, and then working with individual event leads/volunteers to put on
larger actual events. Ideally a person in this role loves creating fun and excitement
about our school. We're also looking for volunteers to help put on one event if

you cannot commit to an ongoing role.

Fundraising Chair/Committee
This role leads our fundraising effort(s) for the year such as the Blue Envelope Drive
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and other spring fundraising activity as needed. The person(s) in this role helps come up
with fun and creative ways to highlight the impact PTA funding has on our school and
encourage giving to benefit the school community. We're looking for someone

to continue to build on an already successful program. Previous fundraising experience
is a plus but is not required.

Leqislative/Advocacy Chair

This role leads our efforts to understand and promote advocacy at the local school
board and state legislative level, working with other local PTAs and tracking state and
Seattle level PTA recommendations. This is a great role if you are passionate

about what's going on to drive education funding or other policy changes and want to
help organize and promote advocacy among our Fairmount Park community.

Reservations Coordinator

Help support our board and committees by working with the SPS online building room
reservation system to reserve space for PTA events. Easy to do on your own time and
only takes a few minutes a month.

Parent Education

Organize events/speakers on feature topics of interest to the parent community

to help build understanding or add skills. Previous examples have been around screen
time management, gender identity, and understanding the SPS IDP process, but could
be anything that would help us learn as parents how to better support our kids. The
board is hoping to put out 1-2 events next year.

Visit our online store for Falcon Gear

Show your Fairmount Park Elementary pride by wearing your Falcon Gear. All sizes,
lots of colors, and a bunch of fun designs are available on our online store (search
FPETPA on Zazzle). Items are printed on demand and shipped directly to you. Order
now for holiday gifting!
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